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S t a t e o e n t  concern ing  ' ' i s s ing  A i r c r a f t  B17G 42-1C7188, P i l o t ,  2nd L t  
?'ahlor R Ericksc-, 0-770985, 602nc Bomb So, 358th Bomb G r o q  37 on 
Combat FLission t o  Eingrn, Germany 29 Cecember 1944. 

/3n our r e b u n  from a sission o r  3in.:en, ?+mr,y 02 % t i *  o f  Tlecember 1944 
we S r d  a d i r e c t  h i t  by f lak  on n m h e r  two engine  as  we were p a s s i r s  ove r  t'ne l ines .  
me e q i n e  caugh t  on f i r e  e d  t h a  h y d r a u l i c  system FRS bi . t  and th- h y d r a u l i c  f l u i d  
sprRyed a i l  mer t h e  c o c k p i t .  Tie ? i ? c t r i c e l  system v o s  a l s o  hit and mot out .  
Y e  slso had e f i r e  i n  %:?e bornbay. 
'Ke then abordoned s h i p .  ?he e n g i m e r  g o t  h i s  f o o t  c a u z h t  i n  t h e  forward  3sce.pe 
i.mtch. 
a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  s h f p .  
1 then ozene.' my chu te .  i cou ld  see o-e chu te  below me & i c h  I b e l i e v e  was t he  
e n g i m e r .  I ais0 sax t w o  c h u t e s  above w. :.hen I was p r e t t y  c i o s e  t o  t h e  ground 
t h e  enmy opened f i r e  or? ne. A s  I di-iftcd c l o s e r  t~ :he grow!& I coi'.l= see Cie men 
who had been f i r i n e  a t  me. They s t a r t e d  t o  run i n  the d i r e c t i o r !  t h a t  I vas falling. 
?.hen I f i n a l l y  rm:hL;d +?r gyound grabbed 'J? mycilute e?. ;-an i n  tine oppos i te  
c i i r ec t io3  from t h e  t r o o p s .  As I s t a r t e ?  r u m i n g  the e n m y  t r n c p s  who had been  
runn inc  t o  t h e  s p o t  where I i rnded  cwne .>-it of t h e  moes &?a s te r t td  f i r i n g  a t  me.  
1 t h e n  ran i D t o  the woods n e a r  %here I landed. I must h a r e  run  about a m i l e  a d  
then  laid a o m  i n  a small s%resla f o r  abcu t  t x o  ?.airs. 
n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n .  I cas fi??aikr pickecl u? + our  o m  t r o o p s  i z l  no man's l n d  
a b o u t  five +.mdrec: feet from the ; e r ~ . ~ a  lines. I a s  the"  taker? t o  'he 89th 
Infantry g i v i s i o n  Eq. 
thast abo?:t f o u r  chu te s  l a % &  ?~ei.i:ic! e?lex:r l i n e s .  
b y  I ' ront  l i c e  t roops .  I t a l k r d  xith o'x icizeer lstc:. ?e ha3 seen our bonbard ie r .  
The bombardier w a s  the  lax: man aut of t h c  nose =a ile had t o l d  T,;bpt Pezerson thst 
a l l  of t h e  men i n  the nose  of the s h i p  g o t  o u t .  ?:?e e n g i n - i r  broke his 1 ~ g  szld the  
bonbard ier  hsd  nor l a c e r a t i o n s  of t b r  fece w d  Torehead. 

::e t r i e d  t o  p u t  t h e  f i r e  o u t  b u t  we c o u l h ' t .  

I ?cs'ned h5m o u t  Rqd t h e n  went o u t  a f t e r  him.  I must have passed o u t  
The next thinw .> I rmernber was fa l l iq -  tfrrnugh the air .  

I tima made ny way i n  a 

I was taken t o  t t P  ] f i r  Officer a-d he l a te r  r e a c i v e d  r e n o r t s  
There wcie e i g h t  c h u t e s  s ~ e n  



Slatenext concerning 35cising Aircraft B17G 42-107188, F i l o t ,  23d L t  
:!avlon R EXicksor, 0-770985, 602nd Bomb Sq, 398th Bomb Group Ev on 
Conbat %Assion t o  Bhgen, Germany 29 December 1944. 

A f e w  a inutes  a f t e r  the t a r g e t  f l ak  s t a r t ed  coming up again, The 
engineer re?orted gas cc-ing ou t  of nmber two  engine. 
f i r e  was seen under nmber  two engine the  p i l o t  peeled off t o  the r i g h t  
and l e f t  the f o n m t i o n .  Shortly a f t e r  the ne= s t a r t ed  
The f i r s t  one I saw leave was probRbly the tail p m e r .  
m d e  a delayed jump cr  else his chute ciib’t open. 
t o  jump opened t h e i r  shutas  Boon a f t e r  leaving the  s h i p .  
f l y i n g  i n  a aide c i r c l e  and bwniag violent ly  when the l e s t  man l e f t  t h e  
ship--presumably the  p i l o t .  i didn’t  see h i s  chute open. -4 Pew secozas 
Rrter +he l a a t  man left t2.e shi? it went i n t o  h s p i r a l  and exploded. 

Shortly a f t e r  

t o  leave the ship. 
He must have 

The next  senm men 
T h e  plam was 
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SL32ECT: Misslrg A i r  Crm ?e~o+-. 

'.C : C o m o 6 i n g  General, l~ Air F o x e s ,  'Zaashlngton, r). C. 
A t t en t ion :  S t a t i s t i c a l  Control C iv i s lon .  

1. 

E .  

Fonrarded herewith Yissir;g A i r  Crm h p o r t  o f  t h e  Eighth Air Force. 

? w o r d s  o f  th i s  headquar te rs  in&icRte t!!~ p r e s e n t  s t s t c s  of all c z m  
merbers of sr;b.ject aircra:'t t o  be rissing ir? a c t i o c ,  Z C  Decenb5r lC44, ~ 5 t h  tnv  
excep t ions  es shorn below: 

2nd Lt. Adolpk  5. 3uesgen. Jr., 0-2030301 ::ot rcporteZ cssr ;a l ty  
232 Lt .  Lionel J. h i t n o r ,  0 2 3 W Z 2 C  ST% 29 Cecember 1944. 
S/Sgt. ~ = i l  0. Peterson.  39602415 S U  29 I k c u b e r  1944. 

For *.e !Co=ter C a r d e r :  

Assistact Ad ju+azt  General. 

: Cissirg A' AI  CY^ ?-art, 6S2r.d SO& Gp, 
3-176, 42-107I88, 29 Cecenber 1-94. 









N m  of crew meaber: 
2ank: 

Posit ion: C r e w  (Bonber) or 

w, p.pl A. 

: Eilv%gator 
Serial nunber: oao65gQs 



3 i d  he b a i l  o u t ?  

Where? 

If n o t ,  why not? 

Last c o n t a c t  or conversation j u s t  p r i o r  t o  or a t  time of b J M 8  of Planf l :  

- 
- 
- 

Was he i n j u r e d ?  - 
Where was he when last seen? - 

- Source : 

Any e x p l a n a t i o n  of his f a t e  based i n  p a r t  or nholly on suppos i t i on :  
c 



Kame of crew member: p~i?lm, 
%.Ilk: 
Serial number: 
P o s i t i o n :  C r e w  (Bomber 

0. 

.. - -- 
Lid he b a i l  ou t?  

Where? 

If not, why no t?  

Last c o n t a c t  or c o n v e r s a t j o n  j u s t  prior t o  cr at time of loss of plane: 

- 

Was he i n ju red?  

Where was he when las t  seen? 

/'s B4)1 I' z )30  w h n  *e 

Source : 

Any exp lana t ion  of  h i s  fate based i n  pai-t or whol ly  on suppos i t i on :  , 

T o t a l  number of  mis s ions  of above crew member: 

Dates and d e s t i n a t i o n s  i f  poss ib l e :  

6-3861, A.F' 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

5 .  

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14- 

3 S U A L ' I Y  T3S1 iONNAIX3 - 

F r/ 
Your name 4 n el 3ank s y $  S e r i a l  yo. 3 r 7 7 2 1 Y L  

Organiza t ion  H . C .  Gp Cornan%- h n k  

What y e a r  month day d i d  you go d c m ?  

What was t h e  mission,-. h3 df target ,  
time, / 3 * ' 3 S  , a l t i t u d / e ,  Is'/-,, V U  d m u . ,  r o u t e  flmn Ku.0 

Sqn COP- 3ank nh.4 ~ x?~) ~s>> ( f u l l  rime) ( f u l l  nan-e) G 

UT 

There u e r e  ioii vlhen you l e i t  formatior.? /y f4 e 
q p  Did you b a i l  o u t ?  

T;ia o t h e r  members oi crew b a l ;  o u t ?  4 e-c 

T e l l  all you know abou t  when, where, how e s c h  person i n  your a i r c r a f t  for whom no 

What members  of your crew were in t h e  a i r c r a f t  when i t  s t r u c k  the  ground? (Should 
k w i t h  8 above and i n d i v i d u a l  ;ueSt ior .na i res )  0 h u  .LII(~Yc 

w)Bo%% . @lL\ u) \.c - -  C .". uli v: c &+a Y .  
' _  

Where were they  i n  a i r c r s f t ?  /it fAQ )InJc9, e 

c r i b e d  above? 

P lease  g ive  any s i m i l a r  i n f g m a t i o n  on personnel  of any o t h e r  e w  of which YOU 
have knowledge. I n d i c a t e  sou rce  of i n f o m a t i o n .  w w  
- 

(Any a a d i t i o E a l  ini'0rr;latior. m y  b e  w r i t t e n  on t h e  back) 

6-3852,AF 



mame of crew member: FLCXTREZ, Paul A. 
Rank: wt. 
Serial number: &2065600 
P o s i t i o n :  Creu (Bomber) or -.:. HEtdg8br 

11 If n o t ,  why not? 

Source : 

Any e x p l a n a t i o n  of  h i s  f a t e  based i n  p a r t  or rrholly on suppos i t i on :  -rn? 

T o t a l  number of miss ions  of  above crew member: t-,, 

Dates and d e s t i n a t i o n s  i f  p o s s i b l e :  r c - .  L c t . = : t i ,  7- L! ' 0  -> T C - L , ' ,  ; : : L  - 

, ,y OF...- 9 - s  



INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIEiE 

K a m  cf crew member: -am, X , C ~ &  J. m: 2*t. 
Seriel number: c-xoc320 

: -ar P o s i t i o n :  Crew (Bombor) or- * 

Did he b a i l  ou t?  -. L c 

Where? . -l?v ._ - . .  ..., n- ,7 : ? -  

I f  not ,  rhy not? - 

Last c o n t a c t  o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  or at  time of loss of p lane :  :-.is. c7.s I1 

Any e x p h i a t i o n  of h i s  fa te  based i n  p a r t  o r  w h o l l y  on suppos i t i on :  . 

T o t a l  number o f  mis s ions  of absve crew member: -,c ?.3t. r-,p,,ii 

Y.,. .. , 1c;ri: Dates and d e s t i n a t i o n s  i f  p o s s i b l e  : .. no.- , . L  -:-A:> lC,L4 t c 7 - p .  .-. /--,:- - - 
- cvsr .2r:??-3-- i 



Did he b a i l  ou t?  

Where? - _. . . 

If no t ,  why n c t ?  - 

. .  

- -  - L a s t  con tac t  or c o u v e r s a t i o n  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r  a t  t i n e  of lose of plane:  - . .I - .. -- 



. , , ... . .. . * :  . : :  ,... .. . . .  
, . . ~  . . . .  . . . ,  7: -  ' . -- , . .  - , . . . , . , , . .. . 

,. . , . .. . . ..-. . .  
e - .. 





Rane of c-ea member: 
Rank: 2nd/Xt. 
Serial nunber: o-Zm3-T 
Position: Crew (Bomber) . : E e r n d a ~ / , . ~ ~  

Lmrm, Uald J. 

If 33t, w h y  n o t ?  

Las t  c o c t a c t  o r  c o c r e r s a t i a  j u s t  3rior t o  o r  8t t i m e  04 loss of plane:  

Source : 

Any e x F l R n a t i o n  3f h i s  :'ate based ir?  p a r t  o r  w h o l l y  on supposition: j f c r c  



, 
3 i d  he b a i l  ou t?  7e-s 
mere? fif/blurn & z f e q n e  d i e ,  J 

If n o t ,  why no t?  

Last con tac t  or c0Eversat.i- j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r  a t  time 04 l o s s  of p lane :  

4 

Source : 

Any explccntion of h i s  f a t e  based i n  p a r t  o r  w h o l l y  o n  s u p p o s i t i o n :  

6-3851, 



4. 

5. 

6 .  

7. 

8. 

9. 

12. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. P l e a s e  g ‘ v e  any s ini i lar  in t ’omat ior .  on Forsocnel 01’ apy o t h e r  c r e u  o t ’  which you 
have knowledge. Inaica.;e source of in fo r ra t io : ? .  -/Lbnt- 



K a m  of crew member: K i C E F . T ,  "Ul A. 
Rank: 2nd/Lt. 
Serial number: 0-2065600 
P o s i t i o n :  C r e w  (Bomber) or v: i i av iga to r  

' -.< Did ha b & i l  ou t?  

------.- 
If n o t ,  why no t?  

Last contact or c o n v e r s a t i o n  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r  a t  t i m e  of. loss  of p lane :  none 

Was he injured? I 59 r o t  believe s o .  

Where was he when last  seen?  2e iws i n  t h e  r o s e  of th.- si i p  ;ssistir,n t h e  b r b a r ~ i e r .  

h.y h e a r s a y  in fo rma t ioc :  hea-d t h a t  'F P?sis:e? ;;I-- bonba?-i:.er out cf t h e  n i r d a f t  
. N . > T  i T  4 B 3 

necacse he was and tna:. h.2 '..*as l a z t  SPPT.  lea7,irJ t h e  .<IFF. 

Source: The p i l o t  or' then air;llan: fc. Y. 2 .  B l c k s o n  

Any e x p l a n a t i o n  of his f a t e  based i n  p a r t  o r  wholly on suppos i t i on :  I b e l i e v .  tha t  

it. .':acktaev 3asse : o v t  POT 17ck c.f o x w e n  r-cncde 31' ttc h:kh altitu'b. m d  f a i l e d  

T o t a l  number o f  missions of above crew member: r i n e  ( 9 )  

Dates and d e s t i n e t i o n s  i f  p o s s i b l e :  Wovem'x- i32: ? ersebcrc, 2. V e r c c 3 1 ~ - ~ ,  3. : . . i s b ~ n ,  

L.  Y e r s e b c ~ .  2c:er:ter 19% Kassel, 6.  F r m k f o r t ,  7. ~ k l o ~ n e ,  5 .  Coihleme, 

9.  %center  29, lyi~~i Einzcn 

6-S61, AF 



INDIVTDJAL CASUALTY QWSTIWAIKE File ll3L8 

Name of crew member: 
iiank: 2ndht. 
Ser ia l  number: 0-2000320 
Pos i t i on :  C r e w  (Bomber) o r  Flight (F igh te r ) , :  

LEETE?., Lionel J. 

Did he b a i l  ou t?  

r O  e eg;ar,e ‘natchol’ ttle 5-17 near March2 E e l g i u a .  Where? - 

If n o t ,  why no t?  

Last c o n t a c t  or  c o n v e r s a t i o n  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r  a t  time of 1 0 s ~  of plane: Xone 

Was he in ju red?  Ye 9 

Where was he wken last seen? 

k.y hea r say  i n f o m a t i o n :  

Scurce : 

h y  exp lana t ion  of t i s  fa te  based i n  p a r t  o r  wholly on suppos iz ion:  Lt. h i t n e r  is 

%h ?till a l i v 3  2nd e tne l a s t  I near3  from iiz t e  T ? Y  - b  * i o w  in 33i?x Lerp York. 

T o t a l  nxmber of  missions of above crew member:-( 9 )  

Dates and d e s t i n a t i o n s  i f  p o s s i b l e :  

6-3861, ILP 



-m2- 11 
File l l 3 L B  INDIVIDUAL CASUAL'? QDESTICNNAIFB 

Kcma of crew member: ? E Z R S ? J ,  *?I 0. 
Rank: S/S$. 
Serial nusber:  39M2615 
B s i t i o n :  Crew (Bomber) or E%!kkz&k&&% ' 3 e inee r  Gumer 

Did he b a i l  ou t?  yes - 
c Khere? Iomprd a D e  batch of t h e  k-17. m a 7  "P.rChe 3e17i.x; 

# 

If n o t ,  why not?  

Last c o n t a c t  or c o n v e r s a t i i n  j u s t  p r ' s r  t o  o r  a t  t i m e  of loss of plane: 

- 

Source : 

Any exp lane t ion  of his fa te  b a s e d  i x  PRrt 01 wholly on s a p p o s i t i o n :  - - 
.. ;till e;i;.e a?? I b e l i e 7 2  i s  K I R  z :schor ,~cd  f r c x  t h e  s t z v .  -- 

- 

T o t a l  numbe;. sf miss ions  of above  c r e w  rnember: m < - , 7  i ; )  
zc 



3 - . 
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. *  AFP?A- 11 . . . INDmDuAL’cm~Tv smTImAIm me u368 - 
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Nams of c m u  member: 
Rank: 

P o s i t i o n :  Crew (Bomber) or 

Bu;HW%, ParS A. 

: B.@iptor 
Serial a m b e r :  -5im 

Did he b a i l  out? 

W h e r e ? g j E R  L /  N f S  N i A R  AARCH ( 7 0 ~ d )  . O E L G / ( / / ~ / )  

If n o t ,  rhy g o t ?  

Last c o n t a c t  or  conve r sa t ion  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  or  a t  time of lose 4 p l a e :  c n/ 

y& 5 

- 
1 /v 7-E.T P H O N  E j u s 7  BbKo<€  T A R G E T  - 

Was he i n j u r e d ?  Y g s  

Where was he when last  seen? BPIL / / r / ~  o “c 
k.y h e a r s a y  informat ion:  

- 
Source : 

Any explanation of h i s  f a t e  based i n  p a r t  or wholly on suppos i t i on :  

- 
Po 5 s ,yL 

M E  OK w o u n l o 2  &= B€FC/P€ / /E Co-GEr  

A 77&& r/a A/ - 



. 
ApppA- 11 

F i l e  la348 ?XDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name of crew member: 

Serial number: O..206c1320 

IZREFX, Licnd J. 
Iiank: Wt. 
P o s i t i o n :  Crew (Bomber) or Flight (Fighter) :  

Did he b a i l  out? y E S  

If n o t ,  why not? - 
1Last c o n t a c t  o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r  at  t i m e  of l o s s  of plane: 

Where was he when l a s t  seen? &H/L /// G o u 

h a y  hea r say  in fonna t ion :  - 

Source : 

Any exp lana t ion  of h i s  f a t e  based i n  p a r t  o r  wholly on suppos i t i on :  1 j E v/40Fo 

U N O  w r + s  P u r  /A /3 H O S  P / ~ P L  

T o t a l  number o f  i t l issions of above crew member:  /O 

Dat,cs m d  d e s t i n a t i o n s  i f  Foss ib l e :  

6-3861. 



h C  11 . . 
Tu4B INDIVIDUAL *CASJAL'N QWSTIONNAIRR 

Name of crew member: p,p1"=1:, c. 

P o s i t i o n :  Crew (Bomber) or a#&&&&& ueep 
Rank: s&. 
Serial number: 3WU5 

Did he b a i l  ou t?  y&  5 

If n o t ,  why n o t ?  - 
Last c o n t a c t  o r  c o n v e r s a t i o c  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  or a t  time of losa of plane: M E  w AS 
H & L P I + *  i o  ~ R Y  A ~ / o  C U / V T R 6 L  F ~ , H E  f d  L E F T -  

Was he in ju red?  Y E  s -  B ~ o ~ E  &LS L E G  wvi+En/ H E  L A A J D E D  
/ J d  C /du 

Where m s  he when last seen?  &'A/ L / d G  u u / _  

h.y heersRy informat ion :  

Source : 

Any exp lana t ion  of h i s  f a t e  baseu i n  p a r t  o r  wholly on suppos i t i on :  



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 .  

8. 

9. 

2.C. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

/ & & E  M , t a r g e t  '#hat was t h e  misr;ian,j?/? . v.4 R n  5 , t a rge i . ,  B 
time, &Roo7 -tisCr , a l t i t u d e ,  > & S O  0 r o U t r  zcheauled, -- 

'3.'S'',route flown - 

Did you b a i l  ou t?  YES 

R i a  o t h e r  members O X  crew Sa!: out? Y& 5 

Tell a l l  you kriow abou: when, where, how each  person i n  your  a i r c ra f t  x'or whom no 
ina iv i cu - l l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  is  a t t f ichec  b a i l e d  out. A crew list is a t t ached .  P l e a s e  

f a c t s .  I:' you don't h o w ,  say :  "So Knowledge". A L L  8 Q l ~ ~ n  
O V € U  I , & E <  N e-flfl f0WP.J O F  M4nrP.ac - L G / U M .  /3,F 7 K6 , 
SAM: T//b7& - a/+ 20 

Lnat members 0:' ycc r  c r e w  were i n  the a i r c r a f t  when i t  struck t h e  ground? 
c r o s s  check a f t h  8 above a36 ir.dioiaus: ; c e s t i o n n a i r - s )  P/,- . /vF 

(Should 

W.le;e were they  i n  a i r c r a f t ?  -- 
What was t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n ?  -. 

When, where, and i n  what c o c d i t i o c  dic y o n ' l e  see any members  not a l r e a d y  des- 
c r i b e d  above? / W  /VGR y c .E?E/=ofl .E .-p&c, / r /c - C S A d  
< H E  f E 5 7  - A r c  o u r  

? l e a s e  g i v e  any s i m i l a r  i n f o m a t i o r .  on ?erson?e1 of  3cy o the r  crew of which you 
have knm1edr;e. Tncica te  s o u x e  of i n f o r n a t i o n .  
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